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such situations as those mentioned. Knowledge that other
persons are supposed to know something might lead one to act
so as to win the approbation others attach to certain actions,
or at least so as to give others the impression that one agrees
with them; there is no reason why it should lead to personal
initiative and loyalty in behalf of the beliefs attributed to
them.
It is not necessary, accordingly, to dispute about the proper
meaning of the term knowledge. It is enough for educational
purposes to note the different qualities covered by the one
name, to realize that it is knowledge gained at first hand
through the exigencies of experience which affects conduct in
significant ways. If a pupil learns things from books simply
in connection with school lessons and for the sake of reciting
what he has learned when called upon, then knowledge will have
effect upon some conduct—namely upon that of reproducing
statements at the demand of others. There is nothing sur-
prising that such 'knowledge' should not have much influence
in the life out of school. But this is not a reason for making a
divorce between knowledge and conduct, but for holding in
low esteem this kind of knowledge. The same thing may be
said of knowledge which relates merely to an isolated and
technical speciality; it modifies action but only in its own
narrow line. In truth, the problem of moral education in the
schools is one with the problem of securing knowledge — the
knowledge connected with the system of impulses and habits.
For the use to which any known fact is put depends upon
its connections. The knowledge of dynamite of a safe-
cracker may be identical in verbal form with that of a chemist;
in fact, it is different, for it is knit into connection with different
arms and habits, and thus has a different import.
Our prior discussion of subject-matter as proceeding from
direct activity having an immediate aim, to the enlargement
of meaning found in geography and history, and then to
scientifically organized knowledge, was based upon the idea

